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Mercury Banned in Schools:

Governor Pataki has signed a new law (effective 1-1-05) banning the sale of toys and novelties containing mercury. This same law regulates the use of mercury in primary and secondary schools (effective 9-4-04). 

Existing mercury-added equipment or products, including thermometers, thermostats, switches, medical or scientific instruments, electrical relays, and lamps and batteries, which are presently in use, may remain. Replacement of existing items is necessary only if they break down or fail. There is no need to replace existing mercury products if they are in good working order and not in need of replacement. The law bans mercury in its elemental form. We recommend Elemental Mercury stored in containers in science rooms be disposed. Additionally, Mercury used in open equipment, such as manometers, should be evaluated for disposal as recommended by DEC on their website at http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/ppu/pgnar.html. If and when schools dispose of mercury-added products, disposal must be done through separated delivery to a DEC permitted solid waste management facility or authorized hazardous waste facility.

A copy of the Governor's press release may be found at the following link, http://www.state.ny.us/governor/ - click on Press Releases and scroll down to July 12, 2004. The full text of the law may be found at http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S07399&sh=t. Additional information on mercury may be found at the following web sites: http://www.epa.gov/mercury/ or http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dshm/redrecy/mercury.htm. Facilities Planning is preparing a "Frequently Asked Questions Fact Sheet" which we hope to make available in the near future.

Suspected Terrorist Activity:

Is everyone aware of the proper methods for reporting suspicious activity? There was an incident at a BOCES where a suspicious individual made specific inquiries about courses that could be used for terrorist activity. This type of incident should be reported to the NY State Police. Residents of NY State should dial, toll-free 1-866-SAFENYS (1-866-723-3697), the statewide hotline. New York City residents should dial 1-888-NYCSAFE (1-888-692-7233). We suggest that the staff of every school district and BOCES be made aware of these telephone numbers. We would also appreciate an e-mail message be sent to Laura Sahr lsahr@mail.nysed.gov. In addition to Health and Safety, Laura is the SED Emergency Coordinator.

Let the State Police decide if and how these incidents should be investigated.

An Index of our Newsletters is available on our web site at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/facplan/NewsLetters.htm.

If you would like to have this Newsletter sent directly to you by e-mail, please send your e-mail address to Joe Levy at jlevy@mail.nysed.gov
Please continue to send in your comments and requests. If you have a subject you would like addressed, feedback on the material you read, input or general comments we are happy to hear from you.

