Some signs of Shunt Malfunctions:

· Headaches, pain in the neck area

· Puffiness or swelling along the lines of the shunt tubing

· Personality changes

· Loss of appetite associated with vomiting

· Deterioration in school performance

· Lethargy

These symptoms should always be reported to the school nurse or nurse

practitioner and the child’s parents.  More than likely these symptoms will occur over a period of days or even weeks; however, if the child becomes violently ill, the teacher should notify the nurse and parents immediately.  Management of the shunt blockage is simple and generally requires replacing the tubes or valves.

Please contact me  if you have additional questions or concerns.  
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